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R ichard P. Allen passed away on 07 April, 2024 in Lehi, Utah. He was born on 12

January 1936 in Provo, Utah to Darley and Helen Allen. The family moved to
Sunnyside Washington in 1946, where Richard graduated as the Sunnyside High

School Valedictorian in 1953. He then studied metallurgical engineering at the

University of Washington in Seattle, where he graduated Summa Cum Laude in 1961.
He continued his graduate studies there, obtaining both his masters and doctoral

degrees in metallurgical engineering.

While in graduate school, Richard met Ann Alberts, who was a graduate student in zoology. They

were married and sealed for eternity in the Idaho Falls Temple of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints on 13 June 1963. In the following years, two daughters were born to Richard and

Ann: Rebecca in 1965 and Susan in 1968.

After graduate school, Richard and Ann moved to Richland, Washington, where Richard worked
as a research scientist for Battelle Pacific Northwest Laboratory for thirty years. His professional

experience included project management and the technical direction of research, development,
demonstration, and technology application studies representing a variety of scientific and
engineering disciplines. At the time of his retirement, he was directing a study for the U.S.

Department of Energy (DOE) to identify the best technologies to use to dismantle and dispose of
the thousands of plutonium-contaminated gloveboxes in the DOE complex. He also managed the

U.S Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s Nuclear Plant Aging Program at Pacific Northwest
Laboratory. In addition to the development and evaluation of new technology, Richard
sponsored public information meetings and prepared numerous publications and presentations

designed to transfer new technology to the commercial nuclear industry. He and his team
received the Federal Laboratory Consortium Special Award for Excellence in Technology

Transfer in May 1985 for these efforts.

Throughout his life Richard was an active member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. As a young man, he served as a missionary in the Spanish American and West Spanish
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American missions in Texas and California. In Richland, he served in many church leadership
and teaching callings. Even before his May 1995 retirement, Richard was serving as the volunteer

Director of the Richland Family History Center, a calling he held for 30 years. In addition to
overseeing the staffing and operation of the center, he taught a variety of family history classes

and helped many patrons with their personal genealogies. From February 1996 to August 1998
Richard and Ann served as full-time genealogical missionaries at the Richland Family History
Center. They accepted two extensions of this service mission. Because Richard and Ann had both

devoted the majority of their lives to genealogy and the Richland Family History Center, it
seemed entirely appropriate that they celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary in 2013 with a

reception at the Richland Family History Center itself.

Richard was preceded in death by his parents, Darley and Helen Allen, and two brothers, Darley
and Stephen (Shauna). He is survived by his wife, Ann, daughters, Rebecca (Tom) and Susan

(Shaffer), and seven grandchildren, as well as one brother, John (Anne) and two sisters, Kathy, and
Marilyn (John)

Services will be held Friday, April 12th, 2024 at 200 N Center Street, Lehi Utah. Viewing at 9:00

am, with the funeral services following at 10:00 am. Interment will occur at the Allen Family Plot
in the Hyrum City Cemetery, Hyrum Utah.

Funeral services remote link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaBeGfyjaSk
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Viewing

Lehi LDS Church

200 North Center Street, Lehi UT

Funeral Service

Lehi LDS Church

200 North Center Street, Lehi UT

Cemetery Details

Hyrum City Cemetery

525 East Main Street, Hyrum UT
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Friday, April 12, 2024

9:00 AM - 9:45 AM MT

Friday, April 12, 2024

10:00 AM MT
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Ruth Ann Holsten April 13 at 4:50 AM

"Well done thou good and faithful servant" comes to mind as I think about Richard Allen. He is

now meeting with those he helped through his work both at the Family History Center and

those he worked with at his occupation. I was always awed at his great wisdom. He was

always a gentle, kind, knowledgeable person. He was an example to everyone.Ruth Ann

Holsten

Paula (Engel) April 12 at 9:06 AM

When I was a single mom with 4 kids, the Allen's gave me their white van. Shortly after that, I

was in an accident and my car was totaled with no insurance to replace it. That white van was

a true miracle during a very difficult time. It took us to Dr. appointments after the accident,

taught my kids to drive, carried our young women to the temple, and survived several

teenager accidents (which won my daughter the “worst driver” award at graduation). After

many happy years we ceremoniously passed it on to a family in our ward that needed a

vehicle. We would all get excited when we saw it driving around town. Little could brother

Allen have foreseen the reaches of his kind deed. I so appreciate him and the honorable life

he led.

Julie Brame April 12 at 6:12 AM

Richard Allen was such a rock in the Riverview Ward. He was so knowledgeable on every

gospel topic. My scriptures are full of notes and reference taken from him and his lessons

overs the years. He was always so kind and diligent in every area of his life, an excellent

example to me and my family. My life is richer for having known Richard and Ann.❤️❤️

Valerie Lee April 10 at 5:32 PM

Richard Allen was a wonderful teacher. I appreciated his knowledge and love of the gospel.

Always a gentleman. Always a teacher. He has been missed in Richland! Valerie Lee

Julie Ronson posted:

Every memory I have of brother Allen are of a kind, patient man who was a devoted husband and

father. He spent many weekends chauffeuring loud, talkative girls to and from dances and other

activities during my teen years. He was very sweet and patient with us, willing to sacrificed his time

making sure we could enjoy these wonderful experiences. His driving skills even took him to Provo

Utah where he picked Rebecca and I up bringing us home from college for the summer. My most

recent memory of Richard was at their 60th wedding anniversary celebration where his age and

health limitations did not change his wonderful demeanor. I have truly been blessed by knowing this

exemplary man!Julie Jonson Ronson

April 10 at 11:04 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Richard by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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